#6:  It Needs Political Decisions

What does the environment mean to Zimbabwe, Sweden, and Thailand?

ZIBABWE

=====================================

-Population growing rapidly

-When it was colonized, most of the land was taken up by the rulers and locals were pushed down to marginal areas; no land-use planning; 

-Called Rhodesia

-1971 Salisbury race riots

-By late 1970's there was full-scale civil war

-Living standards among Africa's highest.

-Whites encouraged to stay

-Fruit & coffee grown on commercial lands

-Communal lands have majority of people

-Cattle thought of as a symbol of wealth; each member of the family wants to have cattle; leads to too many cattle

-President Mugabe inaugurated Tree Day in 1980 (gives great speech about nature coming back and devastating us if we devastate it!)

-Controlling population through education (health education, contraception instruction, family-planning workers) benefits of small families

-"fields have been filled up with people"

-30,000 Zambezee River Valley -- one of the last untouched wilderness areas -- infested with Tsetse fly; wildlife naturally immune

-soil is marginal

-Government trying to get ready for settlement in valley.

-Tsetse program perhaps too successful; population of cattle exploding

-Valley Debate:  land for the people or wildlife for tourism

